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LETTERS FROM HON. HENRY LAURENS TO HIS 
SON JOHN, 1773-1776. 

[Continued from the April number.] 

[28.] 

Addressed: M r . John Laurens 

Chancery Lane 
To the care of 
Will" 1 - Manning 

Esquire — London 



Charles Town So Carolina 
y 2 past one oClock 21 st . Octob 1775- 
My Dear Son— ^ 

I refer you to a Letter which I wrote to you 
the 26 th . Ult°. intended to have been sent by the Portland 
Capt Wilson — Scaramouch & his Men followed the Ship 
quite to the Bar & then returned with the Letter which will 
accompany this 33 — when I then wrote the Name of Grimke 
as a friend I little expected that the same Grimke would 



33 See the April magazine, p. 74. 
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within a very few days attempt to rob your Father both of 
his reputation and his Life & that without the smallest prov- 
ocation on your Father's part or truth or justice on his own 
— surely History cannot produce a parallel circumstance — 
You will receive with this, Wells's last Gazette & Gazette 
extraordinary in which you will read M r . Grimke's ungen- 
erous & groundless attack upon me & my answer, which I 
sent to the Press within a very short space on Saturday 
night after the first come out 34 let the Papers speak for 
themselves, but I must explain a little an ambiguity which 

84 It appears that when Grimke was about to leave Engand he was en- 
trusted with letters from different persons in England to various per- 
sons in Charles Town; that the day of his arrival^ in Charles Town 
(Monday, September 25, 1775) he left the letters at the home of his 
father (John Paul Grimke) and went next door to Justice Cosslett's ; 
that while there he saw Laurens passing, called to him from the win- 
dow and had a pleasant chat with him. mentioning during the conver- 
sation that he had sent to Mr. Laurens's house some letters which he 
had brought (See April magazine, p. 75.) for him; that Laurens 
passed on and stopped at the house of Grimke's father, who, according 
to Laurens's version, showed him some of the letters his son had 
brought, said they were addressed to "suspected persons" and asked 
if he would take them to the Committee ; that Laurens replied : "I am 
not of any Committee that open letters, I am of the Council of Safety, 
and have never interfered in such matters" ; that the elder Grimke then 
asked to whom he should send them ; that Laurens replied : "I really 
cannot tell you, Sir : I never concern myself in opening letters" ; that 
Grimke then asked if he should send them to Timothy (Secretary of 
the Council of Safety) ; that Laurens replied : "I cannot tell but here 
is one small packet, tied and not sealed, directed to Wells ; I sup- 
pose it contains newspapers; Wells always sends to me for newspa- 
pers, I will take this, and, if it contains newspapers, I may borrow 
them" ; that Laurens then left Grimke, who subsequently gave the let- 
ters to Timothy; that the second morning after young Grimke's arrival 
Laurens received a note from him demanding by what author- 
ity he had taken any letters from his (Grimke's) father's house; that 
while considering what to do about the matter he saw Grimke, stopped 
him and expressed astonishment at receiving such a note and that 
Grimke replied that he had had no right to take letters from his 
house; that Laurens denied taking anything more than a package of 
papers, which he had immediately sent unopened 1:0 the person to 
whom it was addressed, but declared that Grimke's father had offered 
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now appears in M r . Grimke's notable & calculated queries 
— if he had added one more, was I present & did I know 
that my Father had delivered you the Letters? the Re- 
spondent must have replied, Yes you were in the Room 
— this fact M r . Grimke has thought proper to conceal not 
only from the public but also has denied it in most peremp- 
tory terms to some of the parties concerned, without know- 
ing that it is confessed by his Father— to say that I advised 
the delivery of those Letters to any Man or person except 

him the letters and that he had refused to touch them, and that Grimke 
replied : 'you had no right to 'touch' any" ; that Laurens showed 
Grimke's note to a friend and, by his advice, jotted down this con- 
versation on the bottom of the paper upon which Grimke's note was 
written and sent it to the latter with the request that he amend it if 
it was wrong in any particular ; that Grimke refused to return this pa- 
per to Laurens and returned to Laurens a note which he sent re- 
questing its return and accompanied it with an impertinent note which 
Laurens returned to him without finishing the reading of it; that 
Grimke twice called to see Laurens but was snubbed each time and 
wrote a third note which was returned unopened. In the meantime, 
he had prepared (on Thursday afternoon) a communication which he 
sent to The South-Carolina and American General Gazette and which 
appeared in the regular issue of Friday, October 13, 1775, in which he 
charged Laurens with having spread a report that he had betrayed a 
confidence reposed in him by delivering up certain letters and being 
accessory to the opening of them and with having advised his 
(Grimke's) father to send the letters to the Council of Safety and 
quoted Timothy, in answer to certain queries put by him, as saying 
that the elder Grimke had told him that Col. Laurens had so advised 
him. He charged Laurens with duplicity and declared that he had 
positive proof that Laurens had advised the elder Grimke to send the 
letters to the Council of Safety. To this Laurens prepared a reply on 
Saturday night, October 14th. and it was printed in an "Extraordi- 
nary" on Monday, October 16th., reciting the facts before given as 
Laurens's version, adding some severe reflections on Grimke's charac- 
ter, expressing a readiness to meet him on the field of honor, and 
winding up with a counter declaration that he had "the most positive 
proof, ready to be attested by a gentleman", that Mrt Grimke, the 
elder, had acknowledged that he had told Laurens the letters were 
for "suspected persons" and that it clearly appeared that the scheme 
had been preconcerted, but that he (Laurens) was not to have been a 
party thereto. This brought about a duel, as will be seen by this 
letter. 
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those to whom they were directed must have been a calcula- 
tion by those who had without authority or Sanction from 
any Council or Committee improperly opened them & who 
were afraid their conduct would be brought to light & be 
severely reproached— upon this ground only can I form the 
smallest excuse in behalf of my Young Mad, inveterate 
antagonist — the Elder Grimke delivered them to M r Tim- 
othy who had no authority to transact any such business — 
he carried them to M r . Arthur Middleton a Member of the 
Secret Committee — who without calling any one of his 
Colleagues opened the Letters consequently without author- 
ity — M r . Middleton returned the Letters (Sealed or un- 
sealed I cannot tell) to Timothy, he detained them a whole 
Night & next day sent them to M r Grim- Grimke S r this dis- 
covery was made by a Paper Cover which Timothy had put 
round the Letters & directed in his hand writing to M r 
Grimke who incautiously sent the same Cover to your old 
School fellow Jack Wells who cracked Timothy's Napper — 
add one or two more & I see the Junto, who vexed with me 
for not having taken the letters & for my repeated protesta- 
tions against similar acts contrived to say I had advised the 
measure, a measure which the whole Council of Safety 
will do me the Justice to say I had always spoke of with 
abhorrence — I heard, & overheard, one of the party twice 
say that Old Grimke ought to be indemnified & saved as he 
had intended to serve the public — after some deliberation 1 
was pitched upon as a proper medium for effecting the 
grand purpose — it is not an unnatural conjecture that people 
would take such means, for hiding themselves, for burying 
truth among rubbish & for punishing a fellow who had 
refused to "serve the people" by tearing loose all the bands 
of Society — this to be sure was my crime — the whole affair 
is mysterious to me, & yet a Man whose Character & Life 
have been so deeply Interested in this Mystery as mine have 
been — may be allowed to make probable conjectures. — now 
lay all this together with what I have written & shall write 
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before the dawn of Day to Your Uncle M r Manning & your 
Sister in one view & you will attain to a pretty clear knowl- 
edge of this affair, I wish I could have buried it in oblivion 
but that being impossible, the next best thing was to let my 
friends know the whole — I am sorry to say that M r Grimke's 
behaviour in the Field gave me a worse opinion than I had 
before entertained of him, his whole conduct was unGentle- 
manlike & unmanly — he has dishonoured & disgraced 
himself — nor did my little friend Gervais 35 forbear to tell 
both him & his Companion, "You do not behave like Gen- 
tlemen/' to which I was surprized no resentment was 
shewn— 

I have upon the conclusion of this extraordinary Narrative 
not only to entreat but to Command you (tis but the 21 st . 
of October 36 ) not to make your self a judge of this affair 
in any Company either now or hereafter nor to shew any 
resentment at any future time — all is well that ends well — 
but if you see any improper Publications you may with 
truth and modesty do me justice by a Public information — 
I would not have said so much I mean have laid such 
peremptory orders if you had not been my Son, that relation 
without a proper warning might have misled you to drop 
such expressions as in your Character of a Gentleman you 
would have condemned. 

the Young Man is sufficiently punished at present by the 
universal censure of the people — Your Connoisseurs say he 
undoubtedly ought first to have called upon Capt n Innis 
which he has not done to* this hour 37 — Gervais told M r . Izard 
that he really thought M r Grimke should have Paid his Bond 
to M r Laurens for Money lent him before he fought him — 

35 John Lewis Gervais. 

36 Referring to the fact that John would not be of age until October 
28th. 

37 In his reply, published in the "Extraordinary" of October 16th., 
Laurens plainly charges that some one nearer Grimke's age had 
invited him to fight and that he had not accepted the invitation. That 
is probably what this refers to. 
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I am persuaded in my own mind that he took the Field 
under cover of my maxim which he well knew — I am sure 
he has heard me say more than once that I had bravery 
enough to stand & be shot at, but was too great a Coward to 
kill any Man unless compelled by necessity — my conduct 
towards him confirmed the sincerity of my declarations 
I certainly had a very fair opportunity for killing him & a 
good chance of being justified in the Eye of the Law-^but I 
never felt anger against him except when he basely stole 
about four or six feet of ground from the spot which he had 
taken when he called to me to fire — this had nearly made 
me angry, it exceedingly raised my contempt. — one thing of 
consequence must be added & then I will close this disa- 
greeable subject, he asked M r . Gervais what business he 
had there? the little Man the Gentleman warmly replied, 
what business has M r . Izard here ? what -did you mean to 
Murder M r . Laurens? — Yes possibly he did for he had pro- 
vided a brace of spare Horses. — My Dear Son, You know 
my opinion you know my abhorrence of Duels, I can say 
no more than this, to dissuade you from such folly such 
madness as your Father, by the combined powers of Envy 
& malice, in those who cannot be happy while he is so, has 
been driven into. 38 

for a state of our public affairs I refer you to my Letter to 
your Uncle & to the Gazettes — 

Let me conclude by repeating my requests that you will 
remain in the close pursuit of your Studies & a Guardian to 
your Brothers & Sisters — give my Love to them all — I com- 
mend them & you my Dearest Son to God's protection 

Henry Laurens 

M r John Laurens 

Endorsed: 21 st Octob.. 



38 But John Laurens soon forgot or did not heed this little lecture. 
He fought a duel with Gen. Charles Lee a few years later, which not 
only brought him praise from his adversary but lionized him in the eyes 
of the American people. 
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[29-] 

Charles Town So Carolina 26 th . Nov r 1775. 
My Dear Son — ^ 

By LeDespenser Packet I wrote to you 
under dates of the 21 st . & 23 d . Ult°- upon a particular sub- 
ject which I know, if my Letters go safe, will have raised 
in your breast astonishment, indignation & joy — all since, 
has been quiet with me, & apparently much better than if 
the circumstance had not happened — here let it be for- 
gotten. 

I could fill sheets of paper by giving you a narrative of our 
proceedings from the Meeting of the Congress the I st . 
In st . but I think it better on every account to be brief & have 
you to gather particulars from common report, from the 
Report by our Enemies or from any report — tell tale time 
shall inform you of truth, I wish it may reveal to you 
every thing that can be said to our honour & advan- 
tage. 



Accounts from our back Country are very unfavorable 
today, better I hope will be produced to morrow — We have 
just received orders from the Continental Congress to 
defend this Capital to the last extremity — we had antici- 
pated the command so far as our resolutions would extend — 
but the Congress with their Order should have sent us 
means — I will say no more, but that we seem, some of us, 
determined to do all that weakness can do — I think we once 
had it in our power to have been strong by hiding our weak- 
ness — God's will be done. 

I am in good health, sitting in a House striped of its furni- 
ture & in danger of being knocked down in a very few days 
by Cannon Ball, yet firm & undismayed — My Countrymen 
have not in every case been guided by wisdom, because they 
sometimes abandon her — but still I hold their cause to be 
good & will not shrink nor abandon them— I hope all in 
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due time will be well — be not anxious on my Account but 
attend closely to those whom I love more than I love my 

self 

When the Ship is on the point of foundering, it is of very 
little moment to a passenger to know that his Birds are all 
alive & his Trunk well secured — however I must say a few 
words to my Dear Brother your Dear Uncle — his domestics 
are well but I believe some of them are not free from faults 
Ishmael is at the bottom, I know not what to do with 
them nor with my own — I am in treaty for & hope to get 
to morrow a Bill of Exetra for £500— for him altho I must 
borrow to pay for the Amount — I have exhausted my Stock 
& now no body pays either on his or my Account — not even 
Rents. — I have just sent M rs . Rattray 39 & Miss dimming to 
M r . Harleston's in S t John's 40 — M rs . Petrie Edmund & 
Miss 41 are gone as far as Amelia Township — M rs . Mani- 
gault with vast reluctance I believe will at last be persuaded 
to go to Silk Hope 42 — but she says she shall never 
return — from these few hints your Uncle & all of you will 



39 Mrs. Helen Govan Rattray of Charles Town, widow of John 
Rattray, Judge of the Court of Vice-Admiralty of South Carolina, 
1760-1761. In her will, made July 22, 1771, and to which she added a 
codicil September 16. 1775, she mentions her honoured mother, residing 
in Scotland ; her sister Janet dimming, of Charles Town, w T idow ; 
her niece Elizabeth Cumming; her nephew John Grindlay, only son 
of her sister, Christian Grindlay, residing in Scotland ; her brother 
Andrew Govan, of South Carolina [Orangeburgh District], planter; 
her sister, Ann Semple, residing in Scotland; and the children of her 
deceased sister Mary Gibzean ; and appointed her sister, Janet, James 
Laurens and Robert Philp, of Charles Town, executors. February 4, 
1782, Thomas Skottowe appointed Alexander Inglis administrator, with 
the will annexed, of her estate. (Probate Court Records, Charleston 
County, Book 1774-78, p. 367.) 
*° St. John's Parish, Berkeley County. 

41 James Laurens and Alexander Petrie married sisters. Edmund Pe- 
trie was probably a son of the latter, and "Miss" was doubtless an- 
other member of the family. 

42 A plantation seat on Cooper River established by Sir Nathaniel 
Johnson about 1702, and named in honor of the efforts then making 
to promote the cultivation of silk in South Carolina. 
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learn the unhappy situation of your old friends — for my 
part I stand like one upon whom sentence of Death is 
passed, waiting- to know the Day for Execution — but the 
Clock strikes six (before Day light) the Messenger who is 
to carry this to Georgia is to go off precisely at seven & I 
have a Mile to send it — 

God bless & protect you my Dear Brother & Sister My 
Dear Sons & Daughters — in him I trust in Life & in Death 
— Amen. — Henry Laurens. 

I said above that I was in good health but I should have 
excepted slight visits of the Gout & much lameness from 
the old stroke in the left Leg — but these are nozv very trifles 
— Salute all every one of my friends as if specially named — 

M r John Laurens — 

before I quite close let me tell you we are ordered to seize 
every King's Officer in the place & probably that order will 
be obeyed this very Morning — Sunday 26 th . Novem 1775 — 

Endorsed: Nov. 1775. 

[30.] 

Charles Town So Carolina 8 th . January 1776. 
My Dear Son-^ 

The inclosed Paper contains a duplicate of my 
last Letter, written in melancholy moments & which I fear 
are not near expiring — be assured however my Dear Son, 
I will do all that is proper to shake off excess of grief — thank 
God, in the midst of irresistible moaning & weeping I 
feel also an .irresistible inclination to transmit to Heaven 
sentiments of gratitude & thankfulness for blessings past 
& present — the stroke indeed lies heavy & affects me 
more than doubly, — that precious Limb torn from my Soul 
— the aggravated sense of this total seperation from all my 
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Children, from all my family, the absence of every one who 
could alleviate by participation leaves the burthen upon my 
mind barely supportable — but it is mine it is the Will of 
God to lay it upon me & I will bear it with all possible pa- 
tience — but if it be possible indulge me my Dear in those 
things which I have requested. — & I will no more imbitter 
your moments by my complaints — let every Young Man 
take heed & let us all' every day pray — "so teach us to num- 
ber our days that we may apply our Hearts unto Wisdom" 
— ten thousand thousand ways there are in which Men em- 
ploy their time & to which they apply their Hearts, but in 
the event it will be found that none are equal to the ways of 
Wisdom, "for Wisdom is a defence & Money is a defence, 
but the excellency of knowledge is that Wisdom giveth Life 
to them that have it" — we too often however find verified 
in our selves the humble acknowledgement by the same 
Author — "I said I will be wise but it was far from me" — 
let us not be discouraged but earnestly strive & we shall 
obtain — read & often think of every part of that Letter 
which you wrote to your Father the 4 th . October last 43 — the 

43 That letter cannot be found in the "Laurens Collection" of the South 
Carolina Historical Society, but the following- imperfect copy of it was 
printed in The Collector (New York) for February, 1903: 

How is a Man to dispose himself with respect to the transitory bless- 
ings of this life — is he, because they are continually liable to be 
snatched from him, to take no Attachment for any thing and refuse 
them altogether because they are not more permanent? Or ought he 
not more reasonably to enjoy what bounteous heaven deals out as his 
portion of happiness, with thankfulness white it continues intire to 
him; and if it be diminished by any of those accidents to which frail 
humanity and earthly things are all exposed, to forbear Repining, ac- 
knowledge with gratitude the great possession, and turn for Comfort 
to what remains — Certainly, when a great attachment has been formed 
for a particular object, the loss of that will occasion a proportionable 
Regret — but this is only the Weakness of Humanity, and to overcome 
it is the Triumph of Reason — Her first Argument is those Events in 
Life which no foresight can prevent, no effort remedy — it is our duty 
as well as interest to submit to patiently — Thus when a parent loses a 
beloved Child by some sudden unexpected accident let him not feed 
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Contents are valuable & may be as profitably applied in the 
days of tranquillity as in those of affliction & distress. I 
have been casting my Eye over your Dear Letter of the 
4 th . Septem by Doctor Air — as my Dear Jemmy is so ten- 
derly mentioned in it, tears must attend the perusal, but I 
went not to seek for them — 4 need not— ^1 remembered you 
had said somewhat in it concerning a new course of Study. 
I "can see so far into futurity" my darling Son as to assure 
you the Study of "the new Folio volume of Law which you 
had just encountered will be of much service to you" at the 
same time you need not fear,& I highly approve, of your in- 
tended study of Legislation at large & Modern History — 

his grief by reflecting upon those many plans, which his fond mind had 
formed for the advancement of his child — and those promised joys 
which are now blasted — it is an immutable Decree ; no caution on the 
part of friends can prevent death, no tears can recall from it — every- 
thing therefore that deviates from resignation, is contrary to the dic- 
tates of reason and religion — The trial is brought home to us, it is 
come upon you my dear friend and father. That sweet youngest son, 
of whom we all with reason had such expectations, is taken from a 
land of uncertainty and trouble to be placed in a higher order of be- 
ings—where he has attained that perfection of existence and happiness 
which his nature was capable of — this comfort religion gives us. The 
accident by which he was snatched from us is shocking, but not un- 
common, it is one of those which are hourly imminent, and from which 
human caution is unable to warrant us, — The morning on which it 
happened I had been to Brompton and Greenwich Schools, and upon a 
comparison prefering the latter — had agreed with the Master to place 
my little James under his protection — was returning with that pleasure 
which results from a business of importance happily settled, to ac- 
quaint Mr. Manning with my resolution and write to you from the 
Carolina Coffee House, where there was a passenger of the Georgia 
Ship — at the entrance of St. Mary's Ave. I was prevented by a mes- 
senger who could just explain to me, that some dreadful accident had 
happened to my youngest brother. Distracted with conjectures, I has- 
tened to my lodgings — where I was informed that the child, in an at- 
tempt to jump from the window of the lower room across the area to 
a footing within the iron rails, an enterprise by no means so perilous 
as many to which his active spirit frequently led him — had fall'n and 
fractured his skull. — that all the assistance of Doctors and kind friends 
had been immediately administered. As soon as I had recovered my- 
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I mean as you do ; study which will carry you deeper than 
the surface — depend upon it a thorough knowledge of that 
system of Laws which I hope you are acquiring will "not 
prove useless to you" — things cannot long hold as they are, 
all will come right again— ^& must in less than two Year ; I 
hope in less than half a Year — ^be not ambitious of being 
half a Soldier half a Lawyer & good for nothing. — aim at 
Character, which you could not expect in any high style if 
you were to commence Soldier tomorrow, besides if you 
were to know what you would know in seven days time were 
you on the spot, you would say with a sigh, "I have left 
Chancery lane to no good purpose/' but no more of this 
subject; 'tis your Interest, 'tis your duty to your self, your 

self a little, I went to him and with a tender careful nurse provided 
by Mr. Manning, was constantly with him that day and night — all 
which time he passed between sleep and delirium, with very short 
intervals of understanding — barely enough to allow him to answer a 
single question, or ask for drink. Nothing was omitted that either the 
skill of the faculty or the kindness of friends could dictate — but the 
stroke was too much for nature to bear — Now my dearest friend and 
father, let reason keep her seat — let its arguments, strengthened and 
enlightned by those of religion, prevent excessive grief — some tears 
must fall — Humanity claims that indulgence to its weakness 
— but let them be quickly wip'd away — Oh J that I could be with my 
dear Father — but let my entreaties in the name of myself and your 
other children, prevail at this distance — we conjure you not to abandon 
yourself to mourning, as if all your hopes were buried here. Reason 
calls you from useless moans over what is lost— and points for com- 
fort to the blessings which still remain — refuse not to enjoy them. She 
commands you not to lose a time in vainly bewailing the dead, which 
would be better spent in the service of the living — a family looks up to 
you, a country places confidence in you — Religion assures you that 
your son is removed to a glorious state of immortality and forbids you 
to grieve at his happiness, and the unchangeable will of God. I would 
say more but I have a confidence in my dear friend and father that 
he will shew that fortitude for which he has ever been admired — and I 
pray that Gracious God who has ever been his support in affliction to 
comfort him at the present moment. Till I have heard that my dear 
father has listen'd to the voice of consolation, I shall be miserable — To 
God I commend him for Protection and I remain, 
His most dutiful and affectionate, 

John Laurens. 
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Duty to your Country, to proceed with manly Resolution to 
the end of the Course which you have entered upon — could 
I think otherwise I would express my sentiments with 
eagerness & at any expence draw to me the happiness of 
your Company — you are the Staff which I most stand in 
need of — but I will totter & recover again & undergo all 
inconveniences in preference to any act which may prove a 
Bar to the Honour & honest Fame of my good Boy. I by 
no means disapprove of your design to gain some knowl- 
edge in the Science of War — ^unfortunately it is necessary 
for us poor Mortals to know how to keep one another at a 
proper distance, this is a lamentable truth — & as you are 
versed in Mathematics you may very profitably devote some 
Hours to the Study of Gunnery & Fortification, filling up 
your time now by application to useful Studies will be at- 
tended by double advantage & you may make a virtue of 
necessity — You will be storing your mind with useful 
knowledge & shunning occasions for expence of Money; & 
here I must assure you that it will be your wisdom & be 
accounted a great virtue in you to live two Years upon the 
Sum which you have heretofore been accustomed to spend 
in one — it is indeed necessary that you should "be armed at 
all points." — I submit these hints of advice to your consid- 
eration — I have no doubt of your approbation, nothing is 
required but your own Resolution, nor will I doubt of that ; 
consult M r . Manning & Your Uncle, I am sure they will 
both second my Counsel & help your endeavours. — When 
you came of age you became proprietor of no despisable 
Landed Estate but while this Cloud of Civil War continues 
over our heads, the Income from that Estate will be noth- 
ing, in short you have nothing to depend upon for present 
subsistence but a reasonable quota of the pittance in M r . 
Manning's hands, & you should account as sharers in that 
pittance, besides yourself, an Uncle & Aunt, a Brother & 
two Sisters & for aught we know a Father too — these are 
hard lines my Son, but not too hard for us to walk on, 
necessity has no law — remember our Conversation in S 1 



138 SO. CA. HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 

James's Park remember I pointed out to you the distresses 
which America might be driven to, if Great Britain should 
persevere in her Cruel measures — I am therefore not sur- 
prized ; nothing has happened, nothing can happen, worse 
than I foresaw might & would happen according to circum- 
stances—think on these things seriously & earnestly bend 
your mind to business. — I hope you do not neglect your Ital- 
ian tongue I again wish you would gain the Spanish — per- 
haps you will say, all these things appear easy to a Man 
whose every day contains eighteen or nineteen hours — You 
are of Age, you have good understanding & know the value 
of Time, why should I trouble you. 

Perhaps no body may by this chance opportunity write to 
the Mess rs . Pringle your acquaintance, it may be friendly 
to apprize them that their Father is dangerously 111 — they 
know he is not a Young Man. 

Attend my Dear to your remaining charge, help your 
Brother Harry forward, attend particularly to his manners 
& behaviour & let me know as particularly what advances 
he makes — why did not he write to me by these two late op- 
portunities — where is their little course of Geography? 
when will you have so good a hand to convey by as M r . Air 
or M r Heyward — the packets are stopped — Merchant Ships 
are also stopped — you must write by way of West Indies 
& by every probable way, M r Manning can greatly assist 
you — I am not covetous of political intelligence— tell me how 
all my friends are, how you & Harry go on & I shall be 
content— ^1 have paid my respects to Your Uncle by this op- 
portunity & to M r Manning — present my best respects to all 
other friends — I wrote to M r Henderson some time ago but 
have received no answer— J pray God to bless you my Dear 
Sons — Henry Laurens, 
Give my Love to Molsy Bremar 44 
& tell me how she behaves. — 

M r . John Laurens. 

Endorsed: 8 th Jan y . 1776. 



"* 4 His niece. 
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Charles Town So Carolina 16 th . January 1776. 
My Dear Son—-, 

I wrote to you the 4 th . Ins 1 , by Sandwick 
Packet, the same day by Mons r . Rilliet Via Cadiz-^the 8 th . 
with Copies of the former, by this opportunity — to hear 
from me again will not be disagreeable to you.— >& I will 
avoid saying anything more on the subject of my grief, ex- 
cept that I strive to bear & to submit, & that while I feel 
the effect of the loss of one branch broken off by violence, I 
am in a proportionate degree more anxious for the welfare 
of those which remain — it is not possible that I can love 
them more. — take proper care my Dear Son, of your 
Brother, of your self, take especial care of that part which 
is most valuable, the mind. — aim at all that is amiable in the 
Character of a Christian a Gentleman, a good Citizen, & 
even your Dear Brother by precept & Example. — Present 
me again to all my friends say I am endeavouring to act 
with propriety, to do my Duty, to act a part of which I shall 
not be ashamed — whatever may be the event — particularly 
my Love to your Uncle Aunt & Sisters & to my Dear West- 
minster Boy — tell him how much papa, now expects from 
him — & your Dear Sisters let me know how they advance, 
my Patsy is very sensible, does she wear off the too do- 
mestic habits ? my Dear Polly is still her Aunt s favorite 
but does her Dear Aunt forbear to let her know that she is 
too much so.— ^if the Gentleman who is to be bearer of this 
is detained another day in Charles Town as he may be by 
the present appearance of weather I will write to your Uncle 
again — let me close this by a brief account of our present 
circumstances & prospects in Charles Town, & perhaps you 
may wonder how there can be a tranquil Heart within our 
Walls. — on Thursday the 11 th . appeared in the Offing two 
Ships & a one Masted Sloop — on Friday a Pilot Boat & 
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two smaller Vesels from Fort Johnson were dispatched to 
reconnoitre — the same Morning a ten Oared Barge Manned 
by a Lieutenant, a Coxswain & the Oarsmen all well armed 
& having a chest of spare loaded Arms came into Rebellion 
Road, the Lieutenant boarded the Spanish Snow conversed 
with M r . Rilliet the only Man on board who could speak 
English — enquired the strength of the Fort, of the Town — 
where the Tamar & Cherokee were gone to, informed the 
strength of the Ships without & said they had seven pilots, 
should come over the Bar & proceed directly up to the 
Town — M r . Rilliet who is very sensible & who very sincerely 
abhors tyranny, gave the Gentleman proper answers — the 
Barge then was returning to her Ship, Fort Johnson fired 
two Shot at her, not certainly knowing what she. was, but in 
obedience to orders to bring all strangers to. — in her way 
she first cut off one of the Boats which had been sent from 
the Fort — the Soldiers & people on board escaped by a strat- 
agem when the Barge came along side & the Lieutenant 
asked many questions relative to the strength of the place, 
why those shot had been fired at him — boasted of this great 
force of the Ships in the offing, said one of them was 50 
Guns, which was to be lightned by the Sloop in order to 
get over the Bar, that before 10 oClock that Night he would 
make the Commander of the Fort smart for his Insolence, 
would batter the Fort & Town about their Ears— ^that the}^ 
had on board the Ships seven Pilots — the Serjeant & Mas- 
ter of our Boat answered generally they were only Fisher- 
men & knew none of those things — the Officer then asked 
for a string of Fish, fortunately they had two, which they 
gave & complained of bad luck or they would give him 
more — he quitted these people & put off in pursuit of the 
Pilot Boat came up with, hailed & Fired upon her, the Pilot 
Boat being Armed returned the Fire & many exchanges 
were made in which the Master of the Boat was wounded 
by a Splinter & one of the Barge Men seen to fall supposed 
to be killed — the Barge went off & our Boats came into Har- 
bour & reported. 
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Next Morning being Saturday, three Ships appeared at 
Anchor close in with the Bar, but no Sloop, their Boats 
were employed in sounding the Channel & the best glasses 
& Eyes, determined their quality to be, a Frigate of 28 or 36 
Guns & two smaller Ships of War — & it was generally 
conjectured that the Sloop had been detached to Savanna 
in search of the Tamar & Cherokee & for intelligence — the 
Lieutenant amidst all his unnecessary vaunting had betrayed 
some regret for the absence of these Vessels which he said he 
had expected to have found in Reb. Road— this day the Tidfe 
was remarkably low & wind not favorable— Sunday Morn- 
ing those three Ships having weighed Anchor were seen 
stretching Soutiierly^ the weather has been ever 
since very rainy & dirty & we have heard nothing 
more concerning them — they are probably standing 
off, till better weather & spring tides shall happen, 
the latter will begin tomorrow & according to the 
Wind, continue three to six days — or possibly they may 
be gone to join the Tamar & Cherokee upon a conjecture 
that these are in Tybee sound— I dispatched a Mesenger 
the 7 th . Ins*, to learn the certainty of their being there, who 
is not yet returned whence I am inclined to hope that thev 
were not there the 14 th . — otherwise I should have been in 
formed last Night — 

On Sunday the 14 th . a General Alarm was Fired, Expresses 
sent through the Country — hundreds of Men came in to the 
aid of Charles Town as Volunteers & Thousands are pre- 
paring to join them if needful, — a Battery on Sullivant's 
Island, another at Haddrell's point, Fort Johnson, an ad- 
jacent & important Battery, all the old Forts & four new 
Batteries on the frontt of this Town & a Ship mounting 
twenty two 12 & 9 pounders are in readiness to make a de- 
fence — & Men appear to be animated — God only knows 
what will be the event — if the people are cool in Action a 
conquest will be very dearly purchased by the Shipping, 
& a Manly defence against British Ships of War will cost 
2 
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many a valuable Life & Limb on our part — Heads of fam- 
ilies, Brothers Sons, friends & good fellow Citizens — not 
the Canaille of Soldiery will fall — who can dry eyed reflect 
upon this picture? will you not wonder that there is a tran- 
quil Heart within our Walls ? & yet I believe there is. — but 
thro' the crevices, I perceive day light, I must hasten to 
conclude or I may lose the opportunity for conveying my 
Letter ; God grant this may be a happy Omen, that his light 
may break in upon & deliver us from the power of our 
Cruel Brethren; upon their minds & discover to them the 
fatal error into which they have been led by crafty & de- 
signing Men who for selfish purposes brought on & con- 
tinue to support this barbarous persecution & who, at the 
hazard of all Curses, are willing to owe their greatness to 
their Country's Ruin. — If further time is allowed me I will 
give you also a brief Narrative of Colonel Richardson's 
expedition to the Frontiers of this Colony the head of the 
Faction in that part except three who narrowly escaped by 
flight are in prison — the common people whom they had 
deluded are convinced of their mistake & in general declare 
their willingness to join their Brethren in America in de- 
fence of their common rights & many have actually 
joined.— 

My Dear, Dear, Son, Adieu- 
Henry Laurens, 
M r . John Laurens— 

Endorsed: 16 th Jan y . 1776. 

{This completes the publication of such of the originals of the letters 
written by Hon. Henry Laurens to his son, John, during the years 
i773> x 774> x 775 an d 1776, as are in the Laurens Collection of the South 
Carolina Historical Society. The Society possesses scarcely half of the 
originals of the letters which Hon. Henry wrote to John in those 
years, but, fortunately, the Collection contains most of Hon. Henry's 
letter books and therein are copied most of the letters of which the 
Society does not possess the originals of and when those letter books 
are printed students of our history will be able to fill up the gaps now 
needed to complete Hon. Henry's part of this correspondence.] 
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